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GIVEN ALL THE ANTICIPATION AND UNPREDICTABILITY       

of events from the 2021 Local Government 

Elections to major sporting events like the Olympic 

Games, Tokyo 2020, with each passing week as we 

go back and forth alert levels of the national lock-

down, there could hardly be a more opportune 

time to publish an initial edition of OMGiiCS.   

 It’s an Online Magazine on the Gist of Issues 

for an Informed and Conscious Society. A bi-

monthly news and opinion magazine. Keep this in 

mind, we hereby announce with all the lessons 

learnt from the lockdown, that my dwelling 

structure will be the hub for the remaining 

lockdown levels and 2021 a year of journalistic 

focus on this South Africa’s most challenged 

metropolitan, but not ignorant of the national 

picture and the international front. Ultimately, 

you’ll have to be the judge on how we will have 

performed, but we will give our perspective as 

well. This inaugural edition features a story which 

has significance in your daily lives.  

 These regard the Covid-19 and a selfless 

humanitarian contribution from a small Caribbean 

island to the world. Scroll or swipe to page 3. Cuba 

deployed a brigade of heath care workers to 

many countries including developed countries 

worldwide in a humanitarian effort to help combat 

the Covid-19 pandemic expecting nothing in 

return. This brigade, known as the “Henry Reeve” 

really deserves a Nobel Prize, but if you think it’s 

none of my, or our, business, you’re dead wrong. 

It’s our health, (the poor majority use health 

facilities with shortage of health workers).                  

 We will bring a sense of discovery, 

inspiration and enlightenment to the reality of 

Cape Town. OMGiiCS and you, have your wish: a 

top-notch electronic publication with exclusive 

interviews, columns and articles that will make you 

feel like an expert on societal new developments 

once you’ve read very word of it.                         

 As with such an undertaking, this project is 

driven by our long mission statement which reads 

on the first two paragraphs; “OMGiiCS is an organ 

of society.    

 

 

  

On the editorial page, the magazine sets aside 

its objective news-gathering role to join its 

readers in a dialogue about the gist of 

important issues of the day in order to spur 

change – exhort, clarify, deplore, mourn or 

applaud as the case may be.” This is informed 

by the necessity of having an informed and 

conscious society in order to propel the country 

forward.   

In the same vein, we also look at how behind 

the public and private sector on the digital age             

Intellectual honesty is the cornerstone of 

OMGiiCS’ content. The magazine strives to be 

sincere, coherent, consistent and skeptical – 

and, when called for, to have a sense of 

humour and a hint of mischief.”                                    

You can write letters about the magazine or 

issues generally. Keep it short, it will be published 

here on the next edition. Enjoy!!  

Nkompela S. L.   

Sanele L. Nkompela 

 

 

 

E-MAIL 

sanele@omgiics.co.za 

                                     

Letters may be edited for clarity and space. 

 

CONTACT US 

mailto:sanele@omgiics.co.za
https://www.facebook.com/sport24coza
https://twitter.com/sport24news
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A GESTURE OF GENUINE SOLIDARITY                                                 

Cuba is no newcomer to international medical cooperation, launching its first disaster relief initiative in post-

quake Chile (1960) and the first staffing of a foreign public health system in Algeria (1963). We look at the 

humanitarian work of Cuba  

By Father Michael Lapsley 

                                                               

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’M SURE MANY OF US KNOW THE EXPRESSION 

that “charity begins at home”. It is often used 

as a reason why we should not help others 

especially those from other countries. 

 Since the triumph of the revolution in 

1959, Cuba has done the opposite, teaching 

the world the meaning of solidarity. The Henry 

Reeves brigade, initiated in 2005 by the late 

leader of the Cuban revolution, Fidel Castro, 

can be described as the flagship of Cuban 

internationalism. No other country in the world 

has done what Cuba has done: creating a 

cadre of medical specialists to respond to 

epidemics and disasters even at risk to their 

own lives.     

 It is breath-taking that the Henry Reeves 

Brigade has provided emergency medical 

assistance to more than 3.5 million people. They 

saved an estimated 80 000 lives across 21 

countries with 7,400 volunteer healthcare 

workers.    

 During the Ebola outbreak, the Cubans 

provided the single largest medical operation 

across Sierra Leone, Guinea and Liberia. In the 

face of Covid-19, the Henry Reeves Brigade is 

responding to the needs of humanity regardless 

of ideology including the 217 health 

professionals who have come to South Africa. 

Unfortunately, the politicization of population 

health—from defunding international health 

organizations to playing the “blame game” —

has fatal consequences during a pandemic of 

this nature.  

  

 

   

  

            

Among the unacceptable: maintaining US sanctions 

on Cuba itself, keeping vital equipment and supplies 

from reaching the island’s health system, and 

increasing costs of medications; cooperation losing 

precious time to bureaucratic roadblocks (Manitoba’s 

First Nations request for Henry Reeve Contingent help, 

still pending as Canada debates visa logistics); 

disinformation campaigns, whether about dangerous 

“miracle cures” or unreasonable questioning of Cuban 

physicians’ qualifications to practice abroad (such as 

the formal complaint registered by Argentinian 

medical associations to halt Henry Reeve assistance). 

 We are inspired and should emulate the 

example of internationalism shown to us by our Cuban 

comrades  

Father Michael Lapsley is an African Anglican Priest and 

social justice activist in Cape Town.                                                                            

He serves as the Chairperson of the FOCAS in the Western 

Cape Province and director of Institute for Healing of 

Memories. 
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PAST AND CURRENT ENLIGHTENMENT     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What is the Workers’ Day also known as?  

 

2. At which ground is the F.A. Cup Final is played? 

 

3. In which year are the 2020 Olympic Games held?   

 

4. Name the South African tea 

 

5. What event was at Adderley Street on this day, 

August 1921 

 

6. Which statesman reportedly said: “I will go to USA 

when you have a black president and the Pope is 

from South America”?     

 

7. PHEIC is an acronym of what?  

 

8. What is the difference between wages and salary?  

 

9. How is the Humanitarian Medical Brigade from 

Cuba called?    

 

10. Finish this sentence, “An injury to one…” 

 

 

 
E-mail your answers to:  

sanele@omgiics.co.za                           

with (June Quiz) on the subject line. Provide 

your full name, Address & Cell Number. 

The next edition will publish your answers 

with your name and a picture of you with the 

OMGiiCS T-shirt. 

 

WIN  

A  

T-SHIRT 
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THIS COLUMN WILL COVER ONE GENRE IN EACH EDITION 

These genres range from literature, architecture, 

painting, sculpture, music, plays, etc.    

 It is proper to announce that OMGiiCS has a 

book club based in Khayelitsha and the Arts and 

Culture columnist will lead events organised by it. In the 

same vein, let us be bias towards literature and dwell on 

it. During this Covid-19 public health emergency, 

libraries and book shops have been deemed to be 

providing non-essential services, and been closed.      

 The OMGiiCS Book Club sessions will be held at  

Moses Mabhida Public Library at Site C, Khayelitsha on 

a date and time to be announced. We would have 

alternatively taken it in turns and gather in one 

another’s house but been scared. Meeting online 

therefore would have been ideal, but had the strata our 

book club is composed of been affording the platform, 

we would have held our sessions on Zoom.      

 So, the next date of the OMGiiCS Book Club 

session is Monday the 1st of March 2021. Of course, other 

sessions following this will be subject to the lifting of the 

lock-down without which we will seek an alternative 

venue, of course with the necessary precautions 

exercised i.e. social distancing, wearing of masks and 

sanitising      

 Alas, the year 2021 will be so eventful for 

OMGiiCS, follow each edition not to miss 

announcements or visit www.nkom-com.co.za 

However, the lockdown regulations are going to be 

considered in how the events are to be organised. 

http://www.nkom-com.co.za/
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Remember that Sunday night in March 2019 when the 

International Netball Federation (INF) flag was 

presented to team South Africa, signalling the start of 

the journey to 2023? We are in conversation with 

Blanche De La Guerra, CEO OF Netball-SA.  

Congratulations on winning the right to host the 2023 

Netball World Cup. This announcement came as a 

surprise to many of us who are not involved in the 

sport, when did the campaign start? In 2018 Netball 

South Africa (NSA) with South Africa's Department of Sport, 

Arts & Culture, the Western Cape Government's 

Department of Cultural Affairs & Sport and the City of Cape 

Town, put in a bid to World Netball (netball's governing 

body formerly known as the International Netball 

Federation) to host the 2023 Netball World Cup (NWC) at 

the Cape Town International Convention Centre (CTICC), 

with 16 nations competing for the World Cup title. NSA chief 

executive officer, Blanche de la Guerre, presented South 

Africa's bid document to World Netball in London in the first 

week of July 2018 to former World Netball President, the 

Honourable Molly Rhone and its CEO, Clare Briegal, at the 

South African Embassy in London, appropriately called 

South Africa's home away from home. The Deputy High 

Commissioner, Azwitamisi Golden Neswiswe, pledged their 

support for Netball South Africa's "Put Your Hands Up" 

campaign. South Africa was up against New Zealand, who 

also made a bid to host the event. New Zealand had a 

competitive edge, as they have hosted the Netball World 

Cup three times before, therefore strong support from the 

national government and a willing and able city to back 

the bid was needed. In November 2018, a bidding 

committee led by the former Minister of Sport and 

Recreation, Tokozile Xasa, traveled to Singapore to present 

more of South Africa's bid to netball's governing body. After 

deliberation by World Netball, Cape Town was announced 

as the 2023 Netball World Cup's host city on 7 March 2019 

at a jovial ceremony at the Cape Town International 

Convention Centre. On 21 July 2019, during the 2019 

Netball World Cup awards ceremony, the mayor of 

Liverpool handed over the International Netball Federation 

flag to NSA President, Cecilia Molokwane. Cape Town then 

officially picked up the baton as the next host city for the 

Netball World Cup. A few months later, COVID-19 severely 

disrupted the world, and so too the plans of the organising 

committee.    

 

 

 

Nonetheless, in recent months a NWC 2023 Project 

Manager has been appointed in Reabetswe Mpete 

and a NWC 2023 Board was announced in April 2021 

by the Minister of Sport, Arts and Culture, Nathi 

Mthetwa.                                                                       

The NWC 2023 Board will be led by its Chairperson, 

Patience Shikwambana. The rest of the NWC 2023 

Board is made up as follows: City of Cape Town 

Councilor, Jean-Pierre Smith: Member of the Mayoral 

committee, Western Cape Department of Cultural 

Affairs and Sport Chief Director - Sport and 

Recreation, Dr Lyndon Bouah, President Netball 

South Africa and World Netball Regional Director 

Africa, Cecilia Molokwane, Netball South Africa CEO, 

Blanche de le Guerre and Department of Sport, Arts 

and Culture Deputy Director General: Recreation 

Development and Sport Promotion, Sumayya Khan. 

On Tuesday 8 June the new logo of the 2023 Netball 

World Cup was unveiled in Cape Town to local and 

international media, marking the next step in the 

formal buildup of this prestigious tournament to be 

hosted for the first time on African soil in the 

competition's more than 50-year history. 

 

Blanche De La Guerra, CEO OF Netball-SA. 
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 What pressure is there for Netball SA, in light of the 

successful world cup tournaments of different sport codes 

that have been hosted in the South Africa?  As much as 

the 2023 Netball World Cup is a major international event, 

it's an opportunity not only for Cape Town or South Africa, 

but for Africa to further stake its claim as a strong and 

diverse sporting continent. The Netball World Cup 

provides Africa with an opportunity to raise the status and 

awareness of netball as a major sport, while also 

developing the game to provide more benefits for young 

players, officials and administrators. 

How in your opinion, the World Cup will grow the 

popularity of Netball? Netball is the second biggest team 

sport in South Africa with over two million players. The SPAR 

Proteas are Africa's leading team and continue to 

challenge the best in the world and the Netball World Cup 

(NWC) in 2023 can be the catalyst needed to fully 

professionalise netball in South Africa and allow our 

women to make netball a career. The 2019 Netball World 

Cup saw our national team reach the semifinals, but 

ultimately they finished fourth. South Africa has never 

reached the semifinal stage before. Our best 

performance at a 'World Cup' tournament was in 1995, at the 

then World Netball Championships in Birmingham. South Africa 

returned to competition after the abolition of apartheid and 

won silver after the top two teams from each pool (Australia and 

South Africa) qualified for the final. The 2019 tournament was 

rendered by many as South Africa's best World Cup of the 

modern and professional era, reaching many non-

followers of the sport in South Africa. 

What have you learnt from the Spar challenge tri-series for 

the 2023 World Cup preparations in terms of organising the 

event? South Africa is no stranger to hosting world class 

sporting events. Netball South Africa over the years has 

successfully organised and hosted numerous top netball 

events like the Quad Series featuring nations Australia, 

New Zealand and England, the SPAR National 

Championships bringing together over 1000 players and 

officials from the 52 districts in South Africa, the Africa 

Netball Cup, hosting the best of the best in Africa and the 

Telkom Netball League, featuring South Africa's 12 top 

provincial teams, to name but a few. Every event brings 

its own set of challenges, whether it's something technical, 

logistical or enforcing protocols to be COVID-19 

compliant. However the key element to the success of 

every event is to ensure there is always an open line of 

communication for everything to run smoothly and if 

something needs to be rectified it be done so swiftly to the 

best of our abilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

South Africa is on number 5 on the International Netball 

Federation rankings issued in April this 2021. This, together 

with our historical performance in the previous world cups 

and home advantage give hopes of becoming world cup 

champions come 2023? As South Africans we are proud 

when our teams go out to play. We are sad together 

when we lose and even more united when we win! 

Building on the SPAR Proteas' success at the 2019 Netball 

World Cup and the anticipation of hosting the 

tournament come 2023; we are very excited and look 

forward to the opportunity. With a united team and 

country, anything is possible in the hope for South Africa 

to win a medal. We can't wait for Africa's next netball 

chapter to begin  

 

 

 

 


